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forgotten. The advance in civilization made by the upper
classes is a fact of supreme importance, though it has too often
been treated as if it were the only fact of the century. Contrast
the pictures handed down to us of Warwick the king-maker and
of Sidney who wrote Arcadia, compare not only their minds
but their outward aspect, the houses they lived in, their tastes,
occupations and amusements. The gulf is nearly as wide as
between George Washington and a Red Indian brave. It is
only a century that lies between, but such a century as had only
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one precedent in history. We talk of the age of Pericles and
of the age of Elizabeth and nghtly, but we must also remember
that the glories of both were built on marshy foundations ;
the slave and the ' rogue and vagabond ' lived side by side
with Pheidias and Shakespeare. Still the advance in material
civilization of the well-to-do deserves attention. In rural England
sprang up those beautiful mansions, the survivals of which are
now so cherished. Round them too grew gardens, and the
majority of our vegetables and many of our fruits date from
the ' spacious days '. We have already noted the effect of a more
scientific interest in farming and the improvements advocated
by Fitzherbert, Tusser and others. The aggregate wealth of
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